CHAPTER XXIII

IRAN  EMANCIPATES

HOWEVER pinched their faces, however poor they may
appear, however little they seem to get out of life, Iranians
are born with at least the innate ability to know what to
do with their leisure. Nothing.

"Our story is like the sea/5 said Rumi. "The crest of
the wave was ridden by many a tyrant as he overcame the
lethargy and indolence of the peasants. When he vanished,
the wave became like sand upon which the sun poured
ceaseless scorn, sapping all vitality.5'

The achievement of rulers like Shah Abbas was the
greater for the work they left to posterity. In much the
same way Riza will earn his place in history. He puts
efficiency above luxury. Even the members of Parliament
have to clock in, or forfeit a tithe of their pay. He insists
that the budget must be balanced each year. With
practically no national debt, through oil revenue and
agriculture, Iran has a real purchasing power, added to
an ability and a will to barter. A recent budget balanced
at about thirteen million pounds sterling, excluding the
oil revenue which went to the army. All the hundred or
more state monopolies gave a profit.

The balance sheet of the National Bank of Iran shows a
large increase upon previous years in business and profits.
In six years the total became eight times greater, while over
three times as much money was placed upon fixed deposit,
although a contemporary report on economic conditions
stated that "at the present time the expenditure of the
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